



Evaluation results: Career Planning (May 14-15, 2020)

Course details 

Instructor: Dr. Matthias Schwarzkopf 

More information is provided on the webpage: https://www.bgc-jena.mpg.de/domains/
imprs-gbgc.de/index.php/Courses/CareerPlanning2020

5 out of 13 participants filled in the survey by May 20, 2020

Survey results

1. Did the goals and the structure of the course matched well with the course descrip-
tion?

- Yes = 5*

2. To which extend has the course improved/clarified your general notion of your career 
planning outside of academia?

- Very high = 2 *
- it provided useful platforms where to search for jobs and what keywords to use to find 

more hits; it pointed out alternative jobs further away from chemistry or biology where 
the skillset could also apply 

- Very much. The course touched many aspects of career planning and practicalities 
that make it easier to grasp "what are the odds" of getting which job, and what to do 
for it 

- It introduced a new career possibility that I was not aware of before. 

3. Do you think the workshop was helpful? Would you recommend this course to others?

- Of course 
- really helpful, would recommend 
- yes definitely 
- Yes, absolutely. Matthias made the topic light and fun while being very proficient 

and knowledgeable, great atmosphere! 

4. Did the trainers take sufficient time / opportunities for questions and discussions?
- Yes = 3*
- he did; and the 1:1 session on the second day was really helpful and a great addi-

tion to the course 
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- Yes, the whole course was very interactive. Very good setting for voicing questions 
and doubts as well.

5. Which parts were especially good (and why)?
- Individual talk. I can ask some personal questions. 
- The part of self evaluating 
- the online format was pretty nice and quite handy, the 1:1 session gave valuable 

and more personally tailored insights 
- The lecture by Matthias was very well structured and understandable, and touched 

upon all major subjects of importance within the topic. Very good was the level of 
detail on labour market mechanics and structured career planning. Matthias was 
very encouraging and positive both in the course as well as in the one-on-one 
coaching session. That was very motivating. The practical exercises were short 
(which was good so they don't drag out!), while still giving us many tools to use for 
job search and clarification of personal strengths, skills and goals. The format in 
small discussion groups was nice to break things up. 

- It was particularly useful to get to know about different ways to store your data for 
the required amount of time by research funding grants, for example. 

6. Which parts were not so good / not so fitting / not well enough presented?
- No = 2*
- Could say more about how to get a job at big European research organizations for 

example, such as European Space Agency
- the self-assessment part at the beginning is absolutely necessary and valuable but 

it was a bit too extensive and long. could be shortened 
- Due to the course being online, it was quite hard staring at the screen all day. A few 

more breaks could be integrated into the practical exercises / group work so that 
the day is broken up a bit more. 

7. Do you have other suggestions for a future workshop?
- I suggest an introduction of good CVs in future workshops. 
- include more industry-oriented workshops (which are already offered in the GA) 

such as BWL or more detailed project management or patent law 
- Specific data management and storing possibilities offered by the Max Planck insti-

tute. 


